The mass spectrum of (1) (170°C, 40 V) lacked a molecular peak with m/e 480, but had peaks with m/e 462, 444, 426, 411, 408, 393, 375, 363, 358, 352, 345, 344, 328, 327, 320, 301, 300 and with m/e 99, 81, which corresponds to the fragmentation of ecdysterone -an insect-molting hormone [1] [2] [3] [4] .
The nature of the optical rotatory dispersion curve, having a positive Cotton effect with an amplitude of [cz]s57 + 91.5 ° (CH~OH) corresponds to the cis-A/B linkage of 14c~-hydroxy-7-en-6-one compounds of the ecdysone series [5] .
Compound (I) was acetylated with acetic anhydride in pyridine (40°C, 4 h). The reaction product was separated on a column of silica gel. Elution with chloroform and with chloroform-ethanol (19:1) gave a tetraacetate of substance (1) The identity of (I) with ecdysterone was also confirmed by its NMR spectra (CsDsN at 100 MHz with HMDS as internal standard, 5 scale) -0.95 (3H at C~, s), 1.08 (3H at C18, s), 1.45 (3H at C21 , s), 1.26 (6H at C26 and C:~, s), 6.07 (H at C?) -and of its triacetate (CDCI 3) -0.80 (3H at CI~, s), 0.98 (3H at Cls, s), 1.21 (3H at C21 , s), 1.14 (3H at C26, s), 1.17 (3H at CzT, s), and 5.80 (H at C 7) [2, 3, 6] . 
